Soy and Skin Health
SOY
SNI 3o Research
Request for Applications & Letters of Intent

SNI Global requests applications and letters of intent (LOI) from parties interested in
conducting a randomized, controlled trial designed to evaluate the cosmetic effects of
oral ingestion of soy foods or soy protein containing naturally occurring isoflavones
on facial skin health in postmenopausal women. It is anticipated that funding support
will be available at either $400,000 or $800,000 USD (total funds to be determined).
Funds will be distributed over a three-year period predicated on funding availability
and meeting established milestones. The kickoff date of the research is to be
determined.

Outcome measures should include both subjective and objective measurements of
the condition of the skin. One objective measure must include a change in wrinkle
severity. Study participants should be blinded as to whether they are part of the
active or control group. The LOI should specify the study duration, the dose(s) of soy
protein (g/day) and corresponding isoflavones (mg/day), the proposed oral delivery
vehicle(s), and the placebo or control product(s).

A list of references is provided as background information for prospective applicants
to gain an understanding of some of the existing relevant research. The applicant is
encouraged to design their study to address one or more of the following questions
related to the effect of soy on facial skin health in postmenopausal women:

1. What are the effects of soy foods or soy protein with naturally occurring
isoflavones on outcomes related to skin health?

2. Do the effects of isoflavone-containing soy return to baseline values upon
discontinuation of use?

3. Are the effects of a soy intervention more pronounced with a longer duration?

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Interested researchers should submit a complete application form and LOI. Successful
applications will be from multidisciplinary teams who have experience conducting
dermatological research and dietary interventions. The letter of intent should be
approximately two pages in length and should include three sections:



1. Brief qualifications of the investigator(s) and their affiliated institution(s) as
they relate to the proposed research (detailed information on qualifications,
such as the curriculum vitae or NIH biosketch of the principal investigator, can
be sent as an addendum);

2. The experimental design including endpoints to be tested;

Power calculations; and

4. Proposed budget.

w

Please note:

e Funding for this study will be determined and provided by the United Soybean
Board (USB), with screening and evaluation of proposals provided by SNI
Global on behalf of the USB. Contract and administration details will be
provided by SNI Global.

e These items may not be included in the proposed budget:

o Indirect costs
o Purchase of capital equipment, although leasing costs may be included
o Salary of principal investigator or co-investigator

The deadline for the submission of the application form and letter of intent is
February 23, 2026.

TIMELINE

e February 23, 2026 — Deadline for submission of application form and LOL.

e March 20, 2026 —SNI Global will send requests for full proposals from selected
research groups.

e April 24, 2026 — Deadline for submission of full proposals by selected research
groups.

After reviewing the full proposals, SNI Global will select one research group with
whom to enter into contract negotiations. At that time, details of the experimental
design, especially regarding the intervention product, and budget can be finalized.
SNI Global will work with the selected team on the project timeline.

SUBMISSION DETAILS

Application form and LOI should be sent to Kaci Vohland, MS, RDN, Project Manager,
Scientific Affairs and Research, SNI Global, at kaci.vohland@sniglobal.org. Questions
prior to submission can be addressed to Michelle Braun, PhD, Director of Nutrition
Research, at michelle.braun@sniglobal.org.
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ABOUT SNI GLOBAL

SNI Global is a global scientific voice of soy for human health and nutrition. SNI Global
leads the way in soy and health research, outreach and communications, and
government and regulatory affairs. The organization includes members up and down
the soy value chain - from farmers to food companies — as well as a scientific
advisory board that provides expert guidance in various areas of nutrition science.
For more information about the Soy Nutrition Institute Global, visit
www.SNIGlobal.org.



http://www.sniglobal.org/

Research Project
SNI s Application USB

UNITED SOYBEAN BOARD
Funding dates to be determined
Project Title:
Principal Investigator Name:
Principal Investigator Title, Employer:
Mailing Address:
City/State/Zip:
Telephone Number: Email Address:
Co-Investigator Name:
Co-Investigator Title, Employer:
Co-Investigator Name:
Co-Investigator Title, Employer:
*Use additional page if needed
Funding Requested:
Total Funding: Year 1: Year 2: Year 3:

$ $ $ $

List of Project Partners, Institutions, Organizations, Businesses & Agencies: (Use additional page if needed.)

Principal Investigator: Authorized Organizational Representative:
Signature: Signature:
Date: Date:

For assistance, contact Michelle Braun with SNI Global at michelle.braun@sniglobal.org.
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